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Inside the Mind of a Public Speaker
By 4A 08 Declan Fong

Good morning, fellow students! | am Chris Wong, the champion of the Form 4 inter-class speech contest in March.
My fellow schoolmates have praised my performance during the competition, which is why today | want to dig deeper into
what goes on inside the mind of a public speaker, in hopes that all of you can acquire fresh insights and tactics for your
future speeches.

First of all, preparation is key. Without prior preparation, how could anyone deliver a somewhat decent speech?
However, that doesn’t mean you should aimlessly surf the net and click on whatever pops up first; you need to learn how
to avoid as much irrelevant information as possible. While the Internet is a godsend for research, there can also be a
myriad of misinformation scattered around. When conducting research for your script, make sure to fact-check everything
with a multitude of credible sources to avoid deceiving your audience in your speech.

Secondly, fake it until you make it. There is no denying that the moment you step onto the stage, our nerves can start
to panic, and we can freeze up. Believe me, | was so nervous that my heart could give a cheetah a run for its money in
how fast it was racing. But here’s the funny part: just because you’re nervous internally doesn’t mean you have to show
it. You must radiate confidence, even if your nervousness is at an all-time high. Take the speakers at TED Talks, for
example. Do they suddenly freeze up and give in to their nerves? Absolutely not! They fake their exorbitant confidence
until the job is done. Think about it: is a speech from a nervous speaker more intriguing to listen to, or a speech from a
calm and collected person? To engage your audience, you must show that you are confident in your abilities; that way,
your audience can feel more secure about the information in your speech.

You may wonder why we students need to step out of our comfort zones just for a speech. But we often overlook
public speaking as simply “giving a speech.” In fact, public speaking skills are a vital yet overlooked part of our growth
and development. By participating in such events, students can overcome stage fright, enhance communication skills,
polish their script-writing abilities, and improve their confidence. These skills are essential for paving the way to an upper
echelon in society; when you utilize these skills in the future, you build more connections to talented individuals and
higher-ups from different fields. As Bill Gates once said, “Sometimes it is not about what you know, but who you know.”

To conclude my speech, public speaking is a modern-day necessity that can take us far if utilized properly. | know
most of you are scared of coming up short during competitions, but | want all of you to look past that. It's better to try and
fail than to never try at all. This marks the end of my speech. Thank you.

A vlog script about my school

Enjoyable Places in My School
By 1A 24 Kaydan Tang

[Scene 1: In the Library, Morning]

Chris: (Chris waves to the camera) Hi guys, welcome back to my channel! Today, | would like to tell you about the places
that | find enjoyable in school, and | will show them to you. First, this is the library. It is one of my favorite places, and |
enjoy reading books here. Now, | will invite the head librarian to introduce the library.

Peter: (Peter stands up and walks around) Hello there! Our library has a very high-tech system. Students and teachers
can use their voices and say, "Find books, Harry Potter." Then, a popup screen will appear in front of you. It will show the
details and status of the books. We also have many books—about 4,500 here. | hope you enjoy them!

[Scene 2: In the Outdoor Playground, Afternoon]

Chris: (Chris points at the basketball court) The next place that | will introduce is the basketball court. You might ask,
“‘How did it become one of the places you enjoy?” Let me explain! Most of the time, | meet my friends here, and we
communicate and work together. So, | think this is the biggest reason.

Mr. Smith: (Mr. Smith walks in) Hey Peter and everyone! This is the place where students can relax and play after a tiring
day. It is available for use during PE lessons, lunchtime, and after school! Peter is also a member of the school team!
Chris: Ha ha! Thanks, Mr. Smith!

[Scene 3: In the Assembly Hall, Evening]

Chris: | hope you enjoyed this video about my favourite places in school.
Chris, Mr. Smith, and Peter: Remember to like, subscribe, and comment below. See you next time, goodbye! (They wave
to the camera, and the screen slowly fades to black)
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